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1. Introduction

It is not a particularly controversial claim that
English has an accentual system, though precisely what
such a claim means is certainly open to dispute. If
one works within the framework of metrical theory,
then just how to pick out one characteristic of the
system as making it "accentual" is far from obvious.

I would like to do just that, though: I would like to
pursue the (admittedly somewhat fluid) notion that an
accentual system is one which uses the top row of the
metrical grid to assign tone, and furthermore that the
tone assignment that it accomplishes is autosegmental
in character.

In some earlier papers on Bantu tone systems
(especially Goldsmith (1982, 1984, and the introduc-
tion to Clements and Goldsmith (1984)), work that
developed ideas of James McCawley s (McCawley 1978), .
I pursued the idea that tone languages could be
derived (derivationally) from a deeper level at which
the relevant information was not present on a separate
tonal tier. Instead, we posited an "“accent",
represented as an asterisk, which was present in the
linear string, rather than being on a separate auto-
segmental tier. It differed from a familiar feature
primarily in that it tended to move around, hopping to
the left or right under wvarious circumstances.

My main goal in this brief paper is not to discuss
English or languages like it, but rather to discuss a
language that has the pedigree and the patrimony of a
thoroughly classical tone language, yet which
apparently assigns its tones through a system of
accent placement that looks surprisingly like the
systems of accent placement that we are familiar with
from the stress languages described in the literature.
This language is Kintandu, from the Kikongo group.

One of the main points that I will try to make is that
the notion of "extrametrical™ is involved in the
description of Kintandu, and you can't have an
extrametrical syllable without the notion of metrical
structure being involved. In particular, I will try
to show that the it is the notion "extrametrical” that
is inveolved and not the closely related notion of



being, in a sense, a series of excuses for why this
systems is different from Eastern Bantu systems. We
need something better than that.

3. Kintandu

Daeleman (1983) presents a sketch of Kintandu, in the
KiKingo group, which meets this general description.
According to Daeleman, there are four Tone Groups of
nouns, and four Tonal Cases in which these nouns can
appear. The surface tone of a noun from a given Tone
Group varies depending on the Tonal Case that it is
realized in. Each noun, that is, can appear in any
of four possible tonal forms; which form is used
depends on the general syntactic environment, and the
environments can be divided into four, which we then
call our four Tonal Cases.

Let us describe these facts in a bit more detail.
There are four Tone Groups of nouns; we will begin by
calling them TG 1, TG 2, TG 3, and TG 4, and every
noun falls into one of these four Groups. There are
four Tonal Cases, which Daeleman calls I, II, III, and
iIVv. The first of these we may call the "Basic" case,
because it is closest to the underlying form (no tones
are ?rammatically inserted or deleted in this Tonal
Case); the third we may call "defocused", because the
all the tones are Low in this Tonal Case. These

eight distinctions interact in the following ways.

Tonal Case ! is used for subject or object NPs. When
used "predicatively”" in the affirmative ("it is an
NP"), Tonal case II is used, and Tonal case IV is
used for negative predicative uses. Tonal case III is
used, according to Daeleman, for "the first unit of a
phrase in subject or object function," apparently just
for use in the case of an associative construction
("the X of [the] Y").

4. The Basic Tonal Case I.

In- the basic Tonal Case I, TG 1 nouns are all Low-
toned; we may, therefore, identify TG 1 as the class
of underlyingly toneless nouns. TG 2 nouns have a
High tone on the penultimate mora. (See Table 1 below.
The data there gives whole words, with the noun class
prefix separated by hyphen; the tone rules apply to
stems, however, not to words).






