
Phonology 1 – Winter 2008  Week 1 Wednesday  

Day 2: Features and Rule notation  
 
Homework and Notes at: 

http://hum.uchicago.edu/~jriggle/phono1 
 
• Get the feature chart. Study it, love it, rejoice! 
 
• Get Kie’s handout on SPE-style rules – understand it.  
 
• The big picture 
 
 Lexicon   Grammar   Surface Forms  
 
 
   idiosyncratic  patterns   what you say/hear 
    information 
 
Q: Which one contains “What you know when you know language X”? 
 
 
 
• There is a whole lot of theory already present in our feature system.  
 

• Natural Classes 
 

Q: What features define these classes, what segments do they contain? 
 

 Labials 
 

 Sonorants 
 

 Sibilants 
 

 Coronals 
 

 Obstruents  
 

 Plosives    
 

• Natural and or common rules and or processes:  
 

 Assimilation  - e.g. intervocalic voicing 
 Dissimilation  - e.g. manner dissimilation (for adjacent C’s) 
 Strengthening  - e.g. aspiration in English  
 Insertion  - e.g. voiceless stop insertion in English strength  
 Weakening - e.g. flapping in English  
 Deletion   - e.g. h deletion in unstressed syllables in English  
 Metathesis  - e.g. Leti: /danat/+/kviali/=[dantakvali] millipede 
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Q: What is going on in Zoque? 
 
 Rule1:  
 
 context free rules:  1 
     2 
 
 
Q: What is going on in Papago? 

 
Papago has a 5 vowel system with three high and two non-high.  
 
The dental stops t and d  contrast with the palatal affricates c  and j 
in what way? 

 
 Rule 1:  
 
 
 What about the other way round? 
 
 
Q: What is going on in Chatino? 
 

Upper case letters indicate voiceless vowels. What is their 
distribution? 
 
Should we make a rule?  
 
If so what?  
 
How about a stress rule? 

 
 
Q: What principles govern the light and dark l in Georgian? 
 
Q: What principles govern the distribution of aspiration in Sierra  

Popoluca?  (ty is an alveolopalatal stop) 
 
Q: What are the three underlying vowels of Greenlandic Eskimo? 
 (in the data r is a uvular trill) 
 
Q: What’s going on with the vowels in Mohawk? 
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Zoque: spoken in Mexico (Wonderly 1951) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Papago (Tohono O’odham): spoken in Arizona (Saxton &Saxton 1969) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chatino: another language of Mexico (Gleason 1955) 
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Georgian (Robins and Waterson 1952) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sierra Popoluca (Elson 1947) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greenlandic Eskimo (Schultz-Lorentzen 1945) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mohawk (Postal 1968) 
 
 
 
 


