
Phonology 1 – Winter 2009  Week 3 Monday  

Q: What are the three underlying vowels of Greenlandic Eskimo? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 (R is a uvular trill) 
 

Q: What is going on in Kenyang with [k] and [q]? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rule interaction terminology:  
•Feeding: A feeds B if it creates the environment where B applies. 
 

• Counterfeeding: If A could have fed B but it failed to do so because it 
was ordered after rule B then A counterfeeds B.  

 

• Bleeding: A bleeds B if it destroys the environment where B applies.  
 

• Counterbleeding: If A could have bleed B but it failed to do so because  
it was ordered after B then A counterbleeds B.  

 

• Imagine that we have the following rules and lexicon:   
 
  labialization:       [-labial] → [+round] / u _ V 
 

  color harmony:   u → i / i C0  __ 
 

LEXICON = { /dalbuge/ /dibumpo/ /griluda/ } 
 
Q:  What surface language do we get if the rules apply simultaneously? 
Q:  What do we get if labialization precedes color harmony? 
Q:  What do you call this kind of rule interaction? 
Q:  What to se get if color harmony precedes labialization? 
Q:  What do you call this kind of rule interaction? 

 

 
Big picture: Analysis     Data 
 
 Lexicon   Grammar        Surface Forms  
 
 
   idiosyncratic       patterns derived       what you say/hear 
    information       by ordered rules 
 
Kasem is a language spoken in West Africa (Callow 1965) 
 

 
 
Q: What are the morphemes involved here? 
 

Q: What rules affect plural formation? 
 

Q: Do the rules need to be ordered, if so how? 


